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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 

Thirty-fifth Report — “Inquiry into Western Australian Tourism Commission’s  
Involvement in Major Tourism Events” — Tabling 

Hon Giz Watson presented the thirty-fifth report of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial 
Operations titled “Inquiry into Western Australian Tourism Commission’s Involvement in Major Tourism 
Events”, and on her motion it was resolved — 

That the report do lie upon the table and be printed. 

[See paper 4146.] 

Statement by Chairperson 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [2.38 pm] — by leave: This is the thirty-fifth report of the 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations and it is titled “Inquiry into Western Australian 
Tourism Commission’s Involvement in Major Tourism Events”. The committee found that although the Western 
Australian taxpayer received value for money from Tourism WA’s sponsorship of the One Movement Music 
Festival because it achieved an independently measured positive tourism return on investment, One Movement 
Pty Ltd suffered unsustainable financial losses in staging the event; therefore, the value of the festival to the 
Western Australian economy as a whole is open to question.  

Therefore, the committee made the following recommendations for major tourism events: that due to the high 
financial risk of many major tourism events, Tourism WA produces, as a matter of urgency, a policy that sets out 
the minimum standards required for due diligence; that Tourism WA reviews its methodology of calculating 
economic value to the state from visitor numbers; that Tourism WA seeks stronger safeguards in matching the 
timing of milestone payments with the timing of the contractual performance delivery of the event; and that, in 
future, Tourism WA ensures that all material supporting agreements are consistent throughout, formally 
executed, and give proper effect to the main contract. 

In relation to value for money, the report also found the following: that the public tourism-related benefits were 
reasonably close to those forecast for the event; that although event attendances were poor, there were some 
positive artistic benefits from staging the event; and that the most significant adverse outcome of the One 
Movement for Music Festival was the financial loss incurred by One Movement Pty Ltd in establishing, 
promoting and staging the One Movement for Music Festival in 2009 and 2010. 

I note that the committee undertook this inquiry as a result of dissatisfaction with answers provided by Tourism 
WA in the budget estimates hearings. But I also note that since the inquiry started, Tourism WA has cooperated 
fully and improved its approach to accountability. 

I commend the report to the house.  
 


